
Preparing for Small Group: Read the passage below, and answer the following questions.
(1) What do these verses tell me about God?
(2) What do these verses tell me about sinful humanity?
(3) What do these verses tell me about Jesus?
(4) What does God want me to know?
(5) What does God want me to do?
____________________________________________________________________________

“Inscribed for Relationship”
Mark 12:28-34

Main Point: God inscribed you for relationship with Him and with others.

PRIORITIES for right relationships with God and others:
The foundation of right relationships starts with faith in God alone (29).

In Mk. 12:28, the scribe came to Jesus with a simple and sincere question: “Which 
commandment is the most important of all?” There was no apparent, hidden motive in the heart 
of the scribe. He had heard Jesus answer the trick questions well, so he came to Jesus to ask a 
serious question. Jesus answered in truth — as He had to the Pharisees, Herodians, and 
Sadducees — but He also answered with no hint of condemnation towards the scribe. In 
responding, Jesus quoted from Deuteronomy 6 (verses 4-9), which was known to the Jews as 
the “Shema.” This daily prayer was a cornerstone to the Jewish faith, and it started with a critical 
proclamation that God was one. In other words, there was only one God. Nothing has changed, 
God was, is, and will always be one! The foundation for a right relationship with Him, which is 
the foundation for all relationships as designed by Him, is faith in God and in God alone.
1. Discuss what it means that God is one. How does this fit with our understanding of the Trinity?
2. Which of the ten commandments is the foundation for this proclamation in verse 29? Why?
3. What are other gods that people — even believers — can have in their lives? Make a list as 

you discuss. Have you ever struggled with any of these in your life? Are you struggling now?
4. Why is getting this understanding of God and faith in God foundational to right relationships?

The most important relationship is your relationship with God as Lord of your life (30).
Faith in the one, true God, should lead to love of the one, true God with everything that 

you are and everything that you do. Continuing to utilize the Shema, Jesus declares that the 
most important commandment is for people to love God as Lord of their lives. This is the picture 
of loving God with all of you heart, soul, mind, and strength. The Shema doesn’t provide a 
technical description of the divisions or components of man as much as it provides a powerful 
illustration of the fact that to love God means to make God Lord of everything in your life. 
There’s no area of your life that’s off limits. There’s no area of your life where God isn’t Lord. To 
know Him truly is to love Him fully, and today, the most important relationship in your life should 
be your relationship with God as Lord of everything in your life.
1. Read Dt. 6:4-9. Compare verse 5 in Deuteronomy with Mk. 12:30. What’s different? Use your 
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study Bibles and other trusted resources to explore this difference. Discuss.
2. Read Mk. 12:30. Discuss what heart, soul, mind, and strength encompass in your life. What 

does “all” look like in these different areas of your life?
3. Is there any area of your life that your not loving God fully and completely? Share and 

discuss. Pray for each other for God to have victory in that area of your life.
4. Do you know someone who’s struggling to love God with everything? Break into groups of two 

or three. Share their names, and pray for them. Commit to tell them this week that God loves 
them!

Second to your relationship with God is your relationships with others that should be 
marked by love (31).

Jesus doesn’t stop with simply answering the scribe’s simple and sincere question, but 
Jesus continues in order to provide the second, most important command which is found in 
Leviticus 19. Jesus declares that next to loving God, people should love their neighbors as they 
love themselves. That’s a powerful statement! On an emotional level, we can assume that Jesus 
is pointing to a healthy self-love that comes from knowing and experiencing the love of God in 
the life of a child of God. But love in Scripture is not just an emotion, it is an action. Love is 
expressed and not just felt. So in a healthy way, we must assume that God’s command points to 
looking out for the interests of others as we look out for our own interests; protecting others in 
the same way that we protect the ones and the things we love; helping others pursue the things 
they need in life as we pursue what we need in life; and on-and-on. Today, as believers, this 
command that’s close to the heart of God should still mark our relationships with others.
1. Discuss what healthy self-love looks like from a biblical understanding of God’s love and 

relationship with God. Do you have this in your life? If not, where do you struggle?
2. Why do you think Jesus went on to emphasize a second commandment related to our 

relationship with others when that wasn’t even a part of the original question?
3. Churches are often criticized for the way that they treat others both inside and outside of the 

church. From your experience, do you agree with this statement? Why, or why not? How does 
this perception (or misperception) point to the importance of this commandment?

4. Do you have any relationships, especially in your family and in the church, that are not 
obedient to this commandment? What do you need to do to repent and obey? Pray for 
repentance and obedience in loving each other well for the glory of God in our faith family.
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